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FALL AND WINTER FESTIVALS  
ON TAP 
 
The City of Burnet plays host to a number of exciting events in 

the last quarter of the year.  Beginning in October and 

continuing all the way through December, Burnet is the place 

to be for fall and winter festivities.   

 

Four events, occurring simultaneously the second weekend in 

October, provide visitors with a  wide variety of opportunities 

for adults and children alike.   

 

Fort Croghan, a long time favorite, is a living history of what 

life may have been like on the Texas frontier.  Visitors have 

two opportunities to visit the fort as it might have been in the 

1850s.  Fort Croghan Day is held on Saturday, October 10  

from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and Christmas at Old Fort 

Croghan will be held on December 12 from dusk until 8:00 

p.m.  For more information on either of these events, go 

online to www.fortcroghan.org or call 512.756.8281. 

 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƴŜǿ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƭƛƴŜǳǇΦ 

A Day Out With ThomasÓ is three days of fun with Thomas 

and FriendsÓ featuring Thomas the Tank Engine and Sir 

Topham HattÓ from the stories based on The Railway Series 

by the Reverend W. Awdry.  Enjoy a ride on Thomas, 

storytelling, live music, face-painting and much more.   A Day 

Out With Thomas will begin on Friday, October 9 and will 

The Burnet  

Bluebonnet

conclude on October 11.  For more information on Thomas, 

contact the Austin Steam Train Association at 

www.austinsteamtrain.org or call Ticketweb at 866.468.7630.   

 

Also new is the Kids in Action Nature Festival, an introduction of 

nature to kids of all ages.  Nature Fest will be held on Saturday, 

October 10 from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. at Hamilton Creek Park, one 

block west of Highway 281.  Call the Chamber of Commerce 

512.756.4297 for more information. 

(See FESTIVALS continued on page 2) 
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BURNET RECEIVES 
ARCHERY 
PROGRAM GRANT 
 
Burnet Parks and 

Recreation Department has 

been selected as one of the 

Fall 2009 NRPA After School 

Archery Program (ASAP) 

grantees. The National 

Recreation and Park 

Association, in partnership 

with National Alliance for 

the Development of 

Archery.   The program is 

part of a national initiative 

to increase participation 

and create sustainable 

programming for youth in 

the community.  

 

As one of 100 organizations 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ .ǳǊƴŜǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 

will serve as the foundation 

for park and recreation 

agencies and youth serving 

organizations to take a 

leadership role and ensure 

that archery is sustained 

within the community.  

 

Burnet  Parks and 

Recreation Department will 

receive a grant of $500 to 

grow and enhance existing 

programs available to youth 

i n  t h e  l o c a l 

community.  The funds may 

be used to purchase 

archery  equ ipment , 

programmatic resources 

and materials, and staff 

training relevant to the 

ASAP program.    
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GET YOUR GARAGE SALE 

PERMIT AT CITY HALL  

travels through the Historic Square and ends on the banks of 

Hamilton Creek with a spectacular lighting display.   

  

Main Street Bethlehem, held the first and second full 

weekends in December, is a live reenactment of the city of 

.ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ  ²ƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

this permanent structure alive with peasants, royal guards, 

shepherds and, of course, wise men all on the trek to see the 

baby Jesus.  For more information contact the First Baptist 

Church at www.fbcburnet.org or call 512.756.4481.   

 

Check the Chamber of Commerce website at 

www.burnetchamber.org for updates and additional 

information on these exciting events. 

GHRC ROLLS OUT NEW WEBSITE 
 

The Galloway Hammond Recreation Center has recently rolled 

out their new website.  The site is a complete departure from 

the old one.  It has an all new look and is much more user 

friendly. 
 

Main topics include aquatics, recreation, fitness, events, 

general information, calendar of events and contact 

information.  Go to www.gallowayhammond.com to view the 

new site. 

Christmas at Old  

Fort Croghan 

That same weekend will 

feature a Starving Artist Show 

and Sale and the Burnet 

Square Market Days, both on 

the Historic Square in 

downtown Burnet. 

 

The Christmas holiday season 

is kicked off with the Trail of 

Lights beginning after 

Thanksgiving.  The trail 

begins at the Railroad Depot, 

(FESTIVALSðcontinued from page 
1) 
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Letters to City Hall 

Dear Mr. Steele and the City of Burnet 

 On behalf of the Emory Bellard-Spike Dykes Kids 

Care-a-Van Golf Classic and the Highland Lakes Associates 

of the Seton Development Board, we would like to thank 

the City of Burnet for your generous donation to the 

Tailgate Party that was held on July 31st.  We are most 

appreciative of your staff at both Delaware Springs Golf 

Course and Galloway Hammond Recreation Center for 

their hard work in helping make sure the event ran 

smoothly. 

 Thanks to your support the 6th Annual Seton Kids 

Care-a-Van Golf Classic on July 31st and August 1st was an 

overwhelming success raising over $160,000 to help 

underwrite the operations of the Seton Care-a-Van 

program.  Your generosity is helping make it possible for 

many underserved and uninsured children living in the 

Highland Lakes receive the healthcare they need so they 

can stay in school and learn. 

 Thank you for partnering with us as we work 

together to better the lives of children living in the 

Highland Lakes community now and for many years to 

come.   

 Once again, we thank you for your generous 

support. 

Sincerely 

Emory Bellard 

Spike Dykes 

ττττττ 

 

 We, the staff of the Care-a-Van want you to know 

how much we appreciate your support to our mission.  

Your help enables us to reach out to the children in our 

community who have no other means of obtaining 

medical care. 

 tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 

you more! 

Your very grateful Care-a-Van Staff. 

Stephaney Escamilla, Chandra E. Irvin, Carol Hervey 

 

ττττττ 

 Thank you, City of Burnet, for the recycling  

Letters Continued 
 

center.  We are so thrilled to have the ease and proximity of a 

recycling center.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.  I would 

like to send a letter to the editor congratulating you on the 

ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ .ǳǊƴŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦ   

Contact Delaware Springs Golf Course to 

schedule your next fund raiser. 

www.delawaresprings.com 

Or call 512.756.8471 

NOTES FROM THE 
MAYOR 
 
We are fortunate, in the city of Burnet, 
that quality of life for our citizens has 
been a top priority for the many City 
Councils that have served over the past 
ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ά/ƛǘȅ tŀǊƪέ ǿŀǎ 

accepted from the County and became the first city owned 
park.  That park, now called Wallace Riddell Park, was a 
milestone for the small town.  Many milestones have come 
and gone since then, not the least of which is the new Haley 
Nelson Park. 
 
This 51-acre park, located entirely within the city limits, is a 
rarity for a city of this size.  The park has overcome a number 
of obstacles and without the generosity of many people those 
obstacles may have been too much to bear.   Beginning with 
the acquisition of the property, the procurement of a $200,000 
grant from the Lower Colorado River Authority, the support of 
the Burnet City Council, the donation of labor and equipment 
by Haley Nelson Associates, to the many hours provided by the 
City of Burnet Public Works Department and finally to the 
generosity of many volunteers, the park is nearing completion. 
 
The park will feature regulation sized soccer fields, a nine-hole 
disc golf course, a pavilion and restrooms, an amphitheatre, a 
walking/nature trail, picnic areas and other amenities.  
Expected to be complete next spring, the park will be different 
from anything previously constructed in the city.   
 
As Mayor, I will be looking forward to opening day and will be 
proud to have been a part in completing this milestone. 
 

Alan Smith 

Mayor, City of Burnet 



Making History 

DATES TO  

REMEMBER 
 

 

The City Council regularly 

meets the 2nd and 4th 

Tuesday of each month at 

the City Council Chambers 

at 6:30 p.m.  Watch the 

web page for changes to 

the schedule and special 

meetings. 
 

The Burnet Tourism 

Alliance  regularly meets 

the first Monday of the 

month at 3:00 pm. at City 

Hall. 
 

The Planning & Zoning 

Commission  regularly 

meets the first Monday of 

the month at 6:00 p.m. at 

t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l 

Chambers. 
 

The Historical Board 

meets the first Thursday of 

the month at 7:00 p.m. at 

the City Meeting Building, 

303 E. Jackson.  
 

The Airport Advisory 

Board meets at 3:00 p.m. 

the third Thursday of each 

month at the FOB terminal, 

Burnet Municipal Airport.   

___ 
 

Check the web site at 

www.c ityofburnet .com for 

special meetings and changes 

in meeting dates and times. For 

repr int  permiss ion email 

mail@cityofburnet.com.   

1001 Buchanan Drive  

Suite #4 

P.O. Box 1369 
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The landscape of all 

growing cities is likely to 

change with progress.  This 

has certainly been no 

different for the City of 

Burnet.  Substantial 

changes have occurred in 

the recent past and 

continue to occur.   
 

In 2005, the downtown 

renovation was completed 

CITY HALL 
Notes From  

 Best wishes go out 
to three city employees at 
their recent illnesses;   
Audrey Pope, Mark Ingram 
and Matt McCrae.  Audrey 
works for the Burnet Police 
Department, Mark is the 
Fire Chief for the City and  
Matt works at the 
Delaware Springs Golf 
Course. 

Highways 281 and 29; the 

replacement of the old post 

office building with the First 

State Bank of Burnet parking 

lot at the corner of Highway 

29 and Pierce Street; and the 

demolition of the Minton 

home which was located on 

the corner of League and 

Vanderveer Streets to make 

way for a future city hall. 
 

Over the years, and in some 

cases, mother nature had a 

helping hand in deciding what 

was demolished or changed.  

The little gas station on the 

east side of Highway 281 

South is an example of this.  

¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǊƻƻŦ ǿŀǎ ōƭƻǿƴ 

off during the 2009 storm 

and it has taken on a 

completely new exterior as a 

result of the renovation. 
 

No doubt these will not be 

the last  major changes we 

see as the city continues to 

grow and progress.  There 

may become a time when the 

citizenry is so diversified that 

few remember the way it 

used to be and the changes 

we are seeing now will be the 

άƻƭŘέ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ  {ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

are those of us who like to 

peruse the old photos and 

reminisce on the days gone 

by while at the same time, 

welcoming the beautiful new  

structures to our wonderful 

little city.  τ- 

and, since then, several 

building facades on the 

square have been updated.  

Perhaps the most 

s ign i f i ca n t  ch ang e , 

however, is the removal of 

the Burnet Hotel building at 

the corner of Jackson and 

Pierce Streets to make way 

for a new library.   Another 

important change to the 

s q u a r e  w a s  t h e 

construction of a new 

Burnet County Annex.  The 

original structure had a 

great deal of damage and 

most of it had to be 

completely replaced.   
  

Other changes around town 

have included the 

demolition of the Fry 

Motors building and the 

Texaco station to make way 

for the Walgreens Drug 

Store at the corner of 

Changing Landscapes 

Demolition of the Burnet Hotel, September 2009  


