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Agenda Item Brief 

 
 

Meeting Date: July 20, 2020 
 
Agenda Item: The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City of Burnet, Texas will hold a 

public hearing and consider an application for variance from Section 
118-20 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow a variance from the R2-A 
zoning district front yard setback requirement for property located on 
the east side of Vanderveer St., approximately 100 feet north of the 
intersection of Vanderveer St. and E. Post Oak St. (Legal Description: 
Lot 3-A, Block 24, of the Peter Kerr Portion).   

 
If authorized the variance would reduce the required 25 feet front yard 
setback to 15 feet to allow the construction of a single-family structure. 

 
Background: The property is an undeveloped property consisting of two lots, which 

were recently replatted. 
 

The property was re-zoned, from Single Family Residential – District (R-
1) to Townhomes — District (R-2A).  
 

 
Information: The applicant is proposing to construct a single-family home on lot 3-A 

and is seeking the reduction of the front yard setback from 25’ to 15’ in 
order to preserve large existing trees on the site. 

 Without the variance the applicant may move forward with the 
construction of a home and remove the existing trees in order to 
complete construction of the proposed residential unit. 

 The lot is approximately 68’ wide by 146’ ft deep.  The proposed 
structure is 51’ wide by 32’ deep.   

 The property has multiple mature oak trees situated on the site.  The 
applicant has designed a home that will fit within the trees (1,800 sq. ft.) 

 The applicant is limited in the width of the home due to setbacks and 
trees and is also limited in the depth of the home due to the other large 
oak tree.  In order to protect the critical root zone of the existing trees 
the applicant is seeking to reduce the required front yard setback to 15’. 



 Staff Analysis:  Staff has reviewed the request in regards to 
Variances and has provided the following findings. 

 
• Literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in 

unnecessary hardship. 

Failing to grant the variance will cause the applicant to 
remove existing trees.  Due to the size of the trees, the 
City’s code for mitigation may create an hardship in 
replanting trees, as the property may not hold the 
required number of new trees.   
 

• The hardship is unique or specific to the property for 
which the variance is being requested. 

The existing large mature oak trees and their 
arrangement on the property are unique to this specific 
lot in regards to their relationship/location to setbacks.     
 

• The hardship is not merely financial. 

The variance is not financial as the applicant could 
meet setback by clearcutting the property. 
 

• The hardship is not self-imposed 

The hardship is not self-imposed as the location of the 
trees are pre-existing. 
 

• Granting the variance would not grant a special 
privilege. 

This variance would not grant a special privilege as the 
existing home to the north is approximately 12’ from the 
front property line.  Additionally, all other structures in 
this block (both sides of street) are approximately 15’ 
from the property line (see Exhibit A). 
 

• Granting the variance would not be contrary to the best 
public interest. 

A reduction of the front yard setback would not be 
contrary to the best public interest as all building & fire 
codes shall be met.  The home design creates ample 
off-street parking, and the granting of the variance 
would preserve existing mature oak trees. 



 
Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the requested variance. 
 
 

Exhibit “A” 
Location/Setback Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit “B” 
Site Plan & Trees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit “C” 
Trees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit “D” 
Rendurings, Elevations, Floor Plans 
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